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was able to build on the already familiar idea of the co-partner-
ship of the two powers, but his aim was to build in such a way
as to assign predominant influence to the ecclesiastical power.
He was aided in this by the fact that the position of Geneva in
the middle of the sixteenth century was extremely precarious.
It was hemmed in by hostile Powers waiting their chance to
attack, and its system of political government was imperfectly
developed. The support of a well-organized, militant Church
led by a man of Calvin's ability was not to be despised, and,
after a struggle to overcome the opposition of the older families
in the city, the Church did in fact become the backbone of the
Genevan State.

By nature, training, and experience, Calvin was convinced
of the necessity of a firm, well-organized government in Church
and State. Possibly he was influenced by the fact that the
Reformed faith in its Lutheran form was already taunted with
allowing the sort of liberty which degenerates into licence.
Certainly he was determined that at Geneva the administration
should be as watertight as was humanly possible. The two chief
instruments which he used were the Ministers, organized as the
Venerable Company, and the Consistory, composed of ministers
and representatives of the lay community. The latter body
possessed extensive powers over every human activity, however
intimate or trivial. It was a judicial tribunal which sat every
week to examine charges of misconduct or immorality and to
pass sentences from which there was no appeal. Although the
secular arm could not interfere, it must assist. The guilty might
be handed over to punishment according to the secular law, and
if any offender refused to appear before the Consistory a civil
officer was sent to fetch him. Thus, a young woman who sang
profane songs was banished and another who committed the
aggravated offence of singing them to psalm tunes was scourged.
Card-playing and extravagance of all sorts were punished, and
cases connected with the marriage-law took up much of the
time of the Consistory. It goes without saying that among the
departments of human conduct which came up for review was
that of economic transactions- The day was far distant when